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   Monday 7 May 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

          Mondays with DAVID ALLAN 

A packed Newmarket crowd sees Saxon Warrior home in the 2,000 Guineas. 

What’s a proper horse? 
“He's a very, very good horse. A proper horse. He'll stay a mile and a half.” 

So said Donnacha O’Brien, jockey son of Master 
Trainer Aidan and brother of, amongst others, ex 
jockey Joseph who on Saturday at Newmarket  
supervised the running of Saxon Warrior on whom 
young Donnacha was sitting after winning the 
2,000 Guineas. Dad – and Ryan Moore – were 
across the pond at Louisville getting washed away 
by the deluge that produced flash floods downtown, 
while horses and jockeys turned chestnut coloured 
in the Churchill Downs slop. 
 
In contrast, the current three day May Bank Holiday 
weekend in the UK will be the warmest such Spring 
break since just after the War. It has already pro-
vided the enormous crowds on both Guineas Days 
with idyllic conditions, as well as drying ground 
since the “Good to Soft” of earlier in the week. 
 
Two word-playing owners own a grey gelding the 
call Grey Britain.  There was nothing grey except 

his coat when he strode clear to win the Sunday 
opener at 50/1.  
 
The inference of the understatement “proper horse” 
is that he/she is a Classic contender/winner which 
of course includes the Derby Distance of a mile and 
a half or 2400 metres. 
 
Not every racing jurisdiction embraces these  
performers, but when we look at the Epsom and 
Irish Derbies, the King George VI and Queen  
Elizabeth Diamond Stakes and the Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe to name but a few, these are the races 
that spawn legends. 
 
Saxon Warrior (JPN) was bred where they don’t 
spend much time sprinting. The great stallion Deep 
Impact whose blood Coolmore now has through 
Saxon Warrior won at various distances including 
one of the two Group 1 Tenno Sho (to page 2) 
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Grey Britain wins the Sunday opener under blue skies. 

DAVID ALLAN (..cont fm p1) 
 
(Emperors Cups) run each year.  
 
He set a world record for 3,200 metres in one of 
them, around 3 seconds quicker than the quickest 
Melbourne Cup and not to be compared with the 
UK Cup races of which the times are only a  
curiosity, varying greatly depending on the  
topography of the particular course, the precise 
distance and the ground. 
 
Saxon Warrior probably did not win the greatest 
Guineas, but for a horse that had won a Group 1 
Mile at 2 – usually signalling “not speedy enough” 
for a Guineas six months later, after the winter 
break – didn’t he do well! He is now odds on in 
some places for the Derby, and is being discussed 
as a potential Triple Crown horse. 
 
The last was Nijinsky. Camelot won the Guineas 
and the Derby, just failing to complete the Triple in 
the oldest Classic of them all, the St Leger (2800  
metres). Much as the commercial concern is that  
stamina is not what the quick-results brigade want,  
Camelot’s progeny have sold well in Europe  
although in South Africa, his imported-in-utero  
yearlings did not set the sale ring alight. This may 
have something to do with his sire Montjeu being 
seen as a soft ground influence as much as  
concerns about trip. 
 
Although sometimes there are murmurs about  
Coolmore winning so much and so often at the top 
level when variety is the spice of life, their  
dedication to breeding and racing to win Classics as 
opposed to dozens of races on the undercards is 
both remarkable and very valuable to us all. Also 

producing superb milers, they completely respect 
the Derby distance. 
 
Sadler’s Wells kick-started this era 
although he himself won the Irish 
2,000 Guineas (a mile, but an early 
mile in a 3 year old’s life – like Saxon  
Warrior), the Eclipse (a mile and a 
quarter admittedly up Sandown’s 
Hill), and the Irish Champion Stakes 
(same trip). He did, however, finish 
2nd in the King George and the French 
Derby at the full trip. 
 
His stallion sons Montjeu and Galileo were a match 
for each other until the former died prematurely at 
16. Galileo continued to become a phenomenon 
built on mile and a half performance while  
producing world beating milers upwards.  
 
Who’s next? Australia? Gleneagles? Churchill? The 
Ghurka? What an array of hopes, not to mention the 
wonderful fillies and mares. 
 
Another miler from a different line emerged in the 
1,000 Guineas yesterday. Grey Britain was not the 
only very long odds winner on the day. 
 
While at Turffontein on Saturday, the huge starting 
prices of the winners of both SA Nurseries baffled 
the experts, and Elusive Fort (a mile and a mile and 
a half Grade 1 winner) sired an Oaks Winner but 
also sires speed, the 2018 1,000 Guineas winner 
Billesdon Brook by Champs Elysees started at 66/1 
to become the longest priced winner ever of a race 
first run in 1814. 

http://www.allanbloodlines.com/
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Champs Elysees standing at Castlehyde Stud (Coolmore) at a fee in 2018 of €6,500. 

DAVID ALLAN (...cont) 
 
Bred by the greatly respected Bob McCreery who 
sadly passed away too soon to see this filly win a 
Classic, Billesdon Brook had been retained and put 
into a big partnership of people who were entirely 
justified in going bonkers on the Rowley Mile  
yesterday. Their filly out of Coplow had been  
retained and named because Billesdon Coplow is a 
circa 1800 house in lovely local Leicestershire  
countryside. 
 
There was much scratching of heads when 
Juddmonte sold her sire Champs Elysees to be a 
“dual purpose” but mostly jumping stallion. He was 
a respectable sire at a modest fee standing  
alongside Bated Breath at Juddmonte’s Banstead 
Manor - the two lower cost horses compared to 
more pricey Oasis Dream, Kingman, Frankel and 
Champs Elysees’ older full brother Dansili whose 
workload is kept within limits.  
 
Yes, Champs Elysees did tend to sire more middle 
distance that his brother, but – hey – he’s just sired 
a 1,000 Guineas winner. 
 
To whom did Juddmonte sell him? Ah! To Coolmore 
who stand him at Castlehyde where he also  
attracted flat mares immediately and will attract 
more now. Coolmore did not win the 1,000 Guineas 
with any of their squad of runners. But then again, 
maybe they did.   - tt. 

FOLLOW DAVID ALLAN ON TWITTER 
@AllanBloodlines 

LESEDI La Rona (9-2) got the upper hand from her 
more fancied stablemate Nous Voila in Saturday’s 
Listed Perfect Promise Stakes over after a protracted 
duel.  “They are both lovely fillies, but won’t be going 
to Durban at this stage. Nous Voila works better in 
the sand at home, but Grant (Van Niekerk) was very 
confident about Lesedi’s chances,” said trainer  
Candice Bass-Robinson. Lesedi La Rona, by Trippi, is 
named after the third largest diamond ever found (at 
the Karowe mine in Botswana in 2015), and herself is 
clearly something of a diamond in the rough. She 
was bred and races for Gaynor Rupert’s  
Drakenstein Stud. –TAB News. 

Rupert’s rough diamond 

http://www.twitter.com/allanbloodlines
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CORAL Fever (Muzi Yeni), a much improved runner in blinkers (JC Photos). 

Hard-knocking Coral Fever gets Gr1 win 
BLOODSTOCK South Africa graduates dominated  
Saturday’s G1 Premier’s Champions Challenge over 
2000m at Turffontein with BSA runners filling the 
first four placings in the R4-million feature. 
 
The Champions Challenge went the way of Coral 
Fever, who beat Triple Crown winner Abashiri by a 
neck, with Silvan Star running on strongly for third, 
four lengths off the winner –just ahead of recent G1 
HSH Princess Charlene Empress Club Stakes winner 
Nother Russia. The latter, a R550 000 National Sale 
buy, may have made her swansong in Saturday’s 
G1 feature. 
 
The 2018 Premier’s Champions  
Challenge was also a great result for 
Rose and Ashley Parker’s Ascot Stud, 
breeders of both Coral Fever and third 
place finisher Silvan Star. 
 
Remarkably, the first four home in the 2000m  
contest were all bought off the 2014 Emperors  
Palace National Yearling Sale! 
 
Coral Fever, who was ridden to victory by Muzi  
Yeni, has now won six of his 20 outings, with  
Saturday’s win the first G1 triumph of his career. 

The five-year-old Robbie Sage trained gelding was a 
first G1 winner for Colin Bird, who races Coral Fever 
in partnership with Ms Sylvia Vrska. 

Winner of the G2 Colorado King Stakes at his  
previous outing, Coral Fever has now banked 
R3 443 025 – a fine return on his R130 000  
purchase price. 

A fourth G1 winner for Varsfontein 
Stud’s successful stallion Judpot, the 
2018 Champions Challenge winner is 
the first stakes winner produced by 
the winning Rich Man’s Gold mare 
Coral Tree. 

Winning trainer Robbie Sage, who also captured the 
G2 SA Nursery on Saturday with BSA buy William 
The Silent, said after the win, “Coral Fever has had 
some bad luck along the way but he ran a decent 
race in the Summer Cup and his prep has gone well 
since coming back from the Cape. He has a heart 
and is a trier.” 

“Coral Fever picked them off one by one, this was a 
fantastic win. He’s a better horse in blinkers,” said 
Yeni, who is enjoying another good season.” - tt. 
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More success for  
prolific Pomodoro 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s July-winning stallion Pomodoro 
has made a superb start with his first two-year-olds 
this season, and the son of Jet Master looks to have 
a potentially top class daughter on his hands in the 
form of Return Flight. 
 
The latter, trained like her sire by Sean Tarry and 
like Pomodoro owned by Chris Van Niekerk, romped 
home to score an 8.2 length win in a juvenile plate 
for fillies over 1600m at Turffontein on Saturday. 
This followed her runaway Maiden win.  
 
Ridden by Lyle Hewitson, Return Flight went out to 
make much of the running before romping home to 
spread-eagle her opponents and win as she liked. 
Her rider said after the breath taking win, “She is 
very impressive and I think she is one for the  
future. I am lucky to ride this calibre of horse.” 
 
Return Flight, who was bred by Mike Sharkey, has 
now won two of her only three outings, and has 
won her two victories by the impressive aggregate 
of nearly 20 lengths!  
 
Pomodoro went close to enjoying a memorable 
Champions Day double on Saturday, with his  
talented son Cirillo going down narrowly, when fin-
ishing second in the G2 SA Nursery over 1160m. 
The ultra consistent Cirillo, one of two Pomodoro 
colts in the 2018 SA Nursery field, has now been 
placed in a trio of feature races, having finished 
second in both the G3 Protea Stakes and Kuda 
Sprint at his last two outings. 
 
A further testament to the promise shown by Po-
modoro (who never raced at two himself) is that 
Return Flight and Cirillo are out of mares by the 
unfashionable sires Special Preview and Lake  
Coniston respectively. 

Currently South Africa’s Leading First Crop Sire by 
earnings, Pomodoro has already been represented 
by seven first crop runners who have won or been 
placed, as well as barrier trial winner Opensea. His 
other first crop runners of note include impressive 
recent winner, and Storm Bird Stakes runner up 
Royal Italian. -  tt. 

Swazi-born Levey wins 
Newmarket classic 

SEAN Levey made history on Sunday by becoming 
the first black jockey to win a British classic when 
Billesdon Brook became the highest-priced winner 
of the Gr1 Qipco 1,000 Guineas on the Rowley Mile 
at Newmarket. 

Levey, 30, who was born in Swaziland and was 
once an apprentice to Aidan O’Brien, for whom his 
mother works, landed the fillies’ classic at odds of 
66-1, the longest in its 204-year history. 

 
 
“It feels great,” he said after Billesdon Brook came 
home by a length and three quarters. “I’ve been 
working a long time to get to this moment. It 
means an awful lot. I have always had great  
support, rode in a load of good races but never 
seemed to be able to find that good one. 
 
He describes himself as “international”, born to an 
Irish father, a former jockey, and a Swazi mother. 
“When I go to Africa I am white, when I come to 
England I am black, when I am in America, I am 
Mexican,” he said in a 2016 interview before riding 
in the Derby. —The Times, UK. 

Sean Levey. 
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Bridget Stidolph (left) and connections of Roman Discent celebrate their Tankard win. 

Tankard winner brings plenty of  joy all round 

ROMAN Discent’s victory in Saturday’s Gr1 Castle 
Tankard over 2000m at Borrowdale Park  
reverberated across the Limpopo back into South 
Africa, his country of birth where Avontuur Stud’s 
Pippa Mickleburgh, the gelding’s former trainer 
Greg Ennion and young racing entrepreneur Troy 
Finch were elated with the victory. 
 
Finch tells: “I’d been trying to find a horse for  
trainer Bridget Stidolph and a  group of  
Zimbabwean owners. They were looking for some-
thing to compete in the Castle Tankard so last 
March I approached Marsh Shirtliff, Bryn Ressell 
and Braam van Huyssteen about Roman Discent 
and they generously agreed to lease him to the 
partnership of Ryan Sherwood, Scott Buchan, Neil 
Evans, Gary Carter, Merlyn Chant and Paula Lewis.  
 
“Roman Discent has been in Zimbabwe for a while 
but it took time for him to find his feet. He didn’t 
run his best races and the guys decided to sell him 
to the leasing owners. Last time he finished fourth 
in the Independence Trophy and it was thought to 
supplement him into the Tankard.  
 
“He came in with bottom weight and started at  
66-1, ran a cracker of a race. He took some time to 
unwind in the straight, ran on well along with  
Kilrain and got his head in front for Matthew  
Thackeray. 
 
“This was my biggest achievement as a bloodstock 
agent and I’m glad it was a winner in their most 
prestigious race. We’re trying to rebuild the  
industry there,” said Finch, also responsible for  
recent winners Craven Girl, Designer Pot and  
Philanthropy, bought in South Africa and exported 
to Zimbabwe for new owners.” 

Stidolph, who learnt her skills from former  
Zimbabwean champion trainer Lisa Harris, said: 
“Roman Discent surprised everyone at Borrowdale  
Racecourse!” 
 
Greg Ennion, who won three races with Roman  
Discent in the Western Cape and finished third the 
Winter Derby, congratulated Mickleburgh on  
Facebook and said: “Well done Pippa, I’m so proud. 
As you know I always thought he had the ability.” 
 
Roman Discent is a son of Dynasty and the  
diminutive Listed winner Toga (Caesour), who was 
bought from Mike de Kock’s Super 10 Racing  
Syndicate back in 2004 and earned her purchase 
price over and over.  
 
“Roman Discent was Toga’s last foal. We sold her 
on, she died some time after that and was a great 
little mare for us. I am especially happy breeding 
the winner of Zimbabwe’s biggest race because  
Tony Taberer (Avontuur founder and former  
Zimbabwean) will be smiling at us from heaven,” 
enthused Mickleburgh. 
 

Troy Finch, man on the up! 
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May the Horse be with you! 

STAR Wars fanatics across the globe celebrated “Star Wars 
Day” with a variety of festivities last Friday, 4 May. The 
date was chosen for the pun on the catchphrase ‘May the 
Force be with you’ as ‘May the Fourth be with you’. Even 
though the holiday was not created or declared 
by Lucasfilm, most Star Wars fans have chosen to  
celebrate the holiday. It has been embraced by Lucasfilm 
as an annual celebration of  their blockbuster franchise.  

Syndicated for the ‘big time’! 

CHAMPAGNE corks popped like on a Formula 1 winners’ 
podium after Saturday’s 144th Kentucky Derby, won by 
Justify. Once WinStar Farms, China Horse Club, Head of 
Plains Partners and Starlight Racing got Justify to trainer 
Bob Baffert, the quality they saw in the yearling purchased 
together for $500,000 was confirmed. Their partnership 
together was intended to give them better odds at finding 
a special horse. Mission accomplished. “When I kept  
hearing Bob keep talking about how special this horse is, I 
got so high, because we’ve had some good horses, but 
never really a great, great horse,” said WinStar owner  
Kenny Troutt. Another partner, Sol Kumin of Head of Plains 
Partners, became the first owner to win the Kentucky Oaks 
and the Derby in the same weekend since Calumet Farm in 
1952. He won the Oaks on Friday with Monomoy Girl. Teo 
Ah Khing is founder of China Horse Club, an ownership 
group that has made a big splash in horse racing over the 
last three years. China Horse Club won the Kentucky Oaks 
last year with Baffert and Abel Tasman.  

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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