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ANA O’Brien is riding work again after her horror fall. 

Ana O’Brien regains lost memory after fall 

AIDAN O'Brien, who won Saturday’s UAE Derby with the sensational Mendelssohn, has spoken 
of the shocking memory loss suffered by his daughter Ana long after the horror fall that nearly 
left her paralysed last summer. 

The young rider suffered a fractured C1 vertebra in 
her neck and T6 in her back after a grizzly incident 
at Killarney last July that saw her taken to hospital 
by air ambulance.  
 
Her mount Druids Cross, trained by her brother  
Joseph, slipped up over 400m out in the race. It 
was feared at the time that she may have suffered 
brain damage or paralysis and there was a massive 
collective relief in racing when it was revealed very 
late that night that she had avoided both. 
 
Several months on, the popular apprentice is back 
riding work for her father, but she is not certain to 
return to the track. 
 
The legendary trainer said: "Ana rode out two days 
before Cheltenham and she rode one lot the last 
few mornings again. We are very much taking it day 
by day; Ana is in great form and doing very well. 
 
"It was one of those things where really nothing 

else mattered. We work so that we have enough 
money to feed ourselves and stay alive – the other 
stuff doesn't matter.  
 
"What happened to Ana... the alternative was terri-
ble. All the things that happened, she got a belt to 
her head, her neck and her back." 
 
It was put to O'Brien that it took considerable  
bravery for his daughter to mount a horse again 
after the severity of the injuries she sustained. 
 
He said: "Ana does not remember it or much for a 
while after. Ana would have stuff on her phone and 
she'd say, 'I can't remember doing any of this' – for 
a long time after (the fall)." 
 
The rider, who was likely to win the apprentices' 
title had she stayed sound last year, only left  
hospital in October. She has evolved into something 
of an assistant to her dad, helping him (to page 2) 
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ANA AND AIDAN (fm page 2) 
 
out every day to organise lots and keep tabs on 
things. 
 
Their father also spoke of the role of Ana's sister 
Sarah, who has ridden several winners as an 
amateur, in her recovery. 
 
"When Ana got the fall, (sister) Sarah was to go 
to America but instead she stayed home with 
Ana. Ana thanked her for that and she told her 
she'd go to Cheltenham with her. They went 
together for the four days. 
 
"Ana is a massive help to me," he added. 

—Rte.ie 

Pomodoro relative’s Listed win 

 
CHARIOT Of Gold, whose dam is a half-sister to 
Klawervlei Stud’s promising sire Pomodoro, showed her 
class when she landed the Listed Oaks Trial at  
Turffontein on Saturday. 
 
Trained by Sean Tarry for owners Bernard Kantor, Chris 
Van Niekerk and Sean Tarry Racing CC, Chariot Of Gold 
was given a superb front running ride by Lyle Hewitson, 
who pushed her hard from the wide gate to cut across 
in front of the field and take the lead early on. 
 
But the pair were not content to sit back and slow it 
down to take a breather. They kept up a punishing pace 
that clearly took it out of the chasing pack, for few of 
them could muster much of a challenge when push 
came to shove at the end of the race and Chariot Of 
Gold went on to post a comfortable 1.75 length win. 
 
The Klawervlei Stud bred filly, who was capturing the 
first feature of her career, now looks a potential  
contender for the Gr2 Wilgerbosdrift SA Oaks which will 
be run at Turffontein on Champions Day. 
 
Chariot Of Gold, who was a R1 000 000 purchase from 
the 2016 Emperors Palace Select Yearling Sale, is out of 
the Jallad mare Quest For Gold. The latter won seven 
including the Listed Spook Express Handicap and is one 
of four stakes horses produced by Gr2 Gosforth Park 
Fillies Guineas winner and Broodmare Of The Year  
Golden Apple. The latter is best known as the dam of  
multiple Gr1 winner Pomodoro, who is currently South 
Africa’s second Leading First Crop Sire by stakes. 
 
Pomodoro, whose daughter Return Flight made a smart 
debut when finishing second at Turffontein on Saturday, 
has made a commendable start to his stud career. The 
2012 Vodacom Durban July winner has been  
represented by eight first crop 2yos to have won or fin-
ished in the money, with Pomodoro’s early high class 
performers including Kuda Sprint second Cirillo and 
Listed Storm Bird Stakes runner up Royal Italian.  
Another son, Opensea, caught the eye when landing a 
barrier trial in smart fashion.—tt. 

CHARIOT Of Gold, easy Oaks Trial winner. Plans for Marinaresco 

MARINARESCO, plans mapped out. 

DUBAI World Cup night may have been a  
disappointment for South African horses but 
the owners of last year’s Durban July winner  
Marinaresco – now in quarantine in Mauritius – 
are already planning for next year’s big desert 
meeting. 

Marsh Shirtliff said: “I would imagine he will 
go into Mary Slack’s yard at Newmarket and 
from there Mike de Kock will probably raid the  
Longines International meeting in December. 
There is also a race for him in Singapore,  
possibly the 2000m Gold Cup in November, 
and at the Dubai Carnival he may end up in 
the Sheema Classic.” 

Shirtliff, who had one of his greatest moments 
when Jay Peg won the Dubai Duty Free ten 
years ago, owns Marinaresco in partnership 
with Mike Bass, Bryn Ressell and Fred Green, 
who will be excited with their first venture as 
racehorse ownbers on foreign soil.—Michael 
Clower/Gold Circle. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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TWITTER IS 12 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR!  
WHY AREN’T YOU ON THERE?  

GET YOUR PROFILE UP…. 
FOLLOW US 
@turftalk1 

10 facts about Christophe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POPULAR jockey Christophe Soumillon, who this 
weekend added the Gr1 Dubai World Cup to his long 
list of major victories, has one big ambition to reach, 
revealed in a 2015 interview with Charl Pretorius. 
 
Here are ten things you may not have known about 
Christophe: 
 

1. He was born in Belgium, moved to 
      France as a young boy 
 
2.   He wanted to be a jump jockey like his dad, 

Jean-Marc 
 
3.  He’s won major races over the jumps,  

including the 2010 French Champion 
Hurdle 

 
4.   He lives on a farm outside Chantilly 
 
5.  His wife Sophie is a former Miss France 

and a Miss Universe finalist 
 
6.  Christophe’s riding idol is Frankie Dettori 
 
7.  His best friends are Dettori and Olivier 

Peslier 
 
8.  He is a bit rusty in his native Dutch, but  

understands and responds to questions in  
Afrikaans 

 
9. He rates Zarkava as the best he has  

ridden 
 
10. Having won Gr1 races in 11 countries except 

Australia, his highest remaining ambition is 
to win the Melbourne Cup.— tt. 

Underneath the Radar 
 
ALISTAIR Cohen, who called Coral Fever (Muzi 
Yeni) home in Saturday’s Gr2 Colorado King Stakes 
over 2000m at Turffontein, aptly described Robbie 
Sage’s runner as one who has “done well in big 
races but snuck in under the radar here!” 
 
The handicappers agreed, raising Coral Fever a 
massive 10 points to 110 following his success 
over Fort Ember and Sage said: “It’s high, it’s a bit 
out of sight!” 
 
In fairness, as a Gr3 and Gr2 winner and a regular 
feature race contender, Coral Fever is perhaps 
closer to MR110 than to MR100, though Sage and 
the gelding’s supporters would have been happier 
with a rating perhaps closer to 105. 
 
Coral Fever will next be taking on Legal Eagle in 
the Champions Challenge on 5 May to be raced at 
weight-for-age, a hard task indeed, but what  
matters is that he now has a good feature in the 
bag for owners Colin Bird and Sylvia Vrska and 
with some depth of ability may still surprise in a 
Gr1 in the not too distant future. 
 
“Coral Fever has done very well considering that 
he was seriously injured as a young horse,” said 
Sage about the Ascot-bred son of Judpot.—tt. 

CORAL Fever (Muzi Yeni, nearest camera), wins the Gr2 
Colorado King Stakes. 
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Champ visits Champ 

WORLD boxing champion Kevin Lerena visited his cousin 
Gavin in hospital this weekend after Gavin had undergone 
surgery to his shoulder following a heavy fall at Turffontein 
on Saturday. “Broken bones will heal and the champ will 
be back!” said the boxing champ. 

HERE’s Saturday’s Dubai World Cup winner Thunder Snow 
as a foal in the Darley Paddocks in Kildare, Ireland. He’s a 
son of Australian shuttle stallion Helmet (Exceed And  
Excel) from Eastern Joy by Dubai Destination, whose first 
four foals are all stakes winners. 

Born on Irish soil 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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