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BREAKING NEWS: 

NHA to abolish starting stalls  
in favour of old flag starts 

THE National Horseracing Authority (NHA) have announced the immediate abolishment of 
starting stalls at all race meetings in South Africa. Starting stall practice and starting stall 
certificates have also been abolished with immediate effect. 

All we really need is a flag person! 

Said Arnold Hyde, Racing Control Executive: “We 
believe that this is not a step back, rather a  
revolutionary step forward. The positives far  
outweigh the negatives. 
 
“First, all races will go of more or less on time. As it 
is now we have lengthy delays caused by starter 
incompetence, handler errors, poorly schooled  
horses playing up and no grading system to simplify 
things. 

“All these factors will be eliminated. The horses are 
simply walked to the starting area, where they mill 
around until race time and then line up for the flag.  

“In time jockeys will learn more or less how to line 
up without having it mapped in large numbers for 
them and allowing the best position for whomever 
of the senior riders are on the ‘graft’.  
 
“They will start in random order, jostle for position 
and within 200m we’ll have a race just like normal. 
No delays, no injuries and no need for riders to fake 
slow jumps on the order of their crook trainers. 
 
“The cost aspect is another huge advantage. Look 
at it. We are firing all handlers and starters assis-
tants, saving on their salaries. We need a guy to 
raise and drop a flag – this person can (to page 2) 
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come from a disadvantaged section of the popula-
tion so we don’t have to pay him or her that 
much. 
 
“The cost of maintaining the stalls, the tractors 
that move them and the cost associated with in-
quiries after problems at the start are eliminated. 
Also, with the steel structures eliminated horses 
won’t get injured so no veterinarian is needed at 
the starts. It’s literally a flag person, a man to  
carry his ‘walkie talkie’, and perhaps a farrier.” 
 
Hyde said that cost savings will be going towards 
salaries for at least five individuals to replace the 
recently resigned Judy Brannigan in the shambolic 
Stud Book division, and to increasing the travel 
allowance of its CEO, Mr Lyndon Barends.  
 
“We’re also looking at a new advanced publishing  
program for Mr Barends to publish his  
unmissable and earth-shattering newsletters,” 
Hyde concluded.—tt. 

JAMES Goodman of Winning Ways. 

Winning Ways to set up 
office in Singapore 

 
GOLD Circle has established an office and a recording 
studio in Singapore for their Winning Ways team. 
 
Graeme Hawkins of Gold Circle explained at the  
weekend: “Our two presenters, James Goodman and 
Paul Lafferty are modern-day reincarnations of 
Phineas Fogg. These guys can travel! 
 
“We’ve unfortunately run into some logistical  
problems. When Laff’s not available, Goodie is, and 
vice versa. We have to go to great lengths to secure 
guests to fill the extra seat every time and let’s face it, 
Winning Ways is best when our two chief presenters 
play off each other. Since Mr Goodman’s retirement as 
a trainer, he hasn’t been in the country a single day 
and that is affecting our ratings! 
 
“We’ve set up the Singapore office because it seems 
most central between Dubai, London and Australia, 
the favourite haunts of Messers Goodman and  
Lafferty. Also, in Singapore we can have a back-up 
presenter in Gareth Pepper, and another Singapore-
based South African Debbie Hawkins can keep an eye 
on all of them!” - tt. 
 

 
Lebanese Embassy to 

Turffontein 

THE Embassy Of Lebanon is to move its offices from 
Government Street in Muckleneuck, Pretoria, to 
Phumelela’s premises at Turffontein Racecourse. The 
Lebanese Chargé d'Affaires, Mr Aiz Khatchadourian, 
will be based at Tellytrack’s Rivonia offices. 
 
Khatchadourian commented: “We are forever in touch 
with members of our community in South Africa 
which has grown quite large I must add. Without fail, 
in conversation, they mention how welcome they feel 
at Phumelela and Tellytrack. Our research shows that 
approximately 60% of our population are employed 
there.” 
 
“Bombs in Beirut! Ya garom. Ya ut ya um,” concluded 
the official. “We can’t wait. This bloody Pretoria is far 
too Afrikaans!” 

Jayes to publish new book 

IAN Jayes, the intrepid former businessman,  
politician and trainer (disputed in some circles) is 
to launch a follow-up to his book, “Footsteps, 
Heartbeats and Hoofbeats”. 
 
The new book is said to be entitled, “I Friggin’ 
Told You So!” and is quite novel in its format. The 
book consists of twenty Chapters, each with a 
Name, and then “I Friggin’ Told You So’ in big 
bold letters underneath it. 
 
Chapter One, for example, is called:  
Corporatisation of Racing was Bad! 
 
Underneath it, in big bold letters, are the words.  
 I Friggin’ Told You So! 
 
Jayes commented: “I decided to save time on this 
book because I may not have much of that left.  
The book encapsulates key ideas, or shall I say 
key predictions made by me that have all come 
true. I Friggin’ warned all of you, I told you so!” 

“I Friggin’ Told You So’’ is published by the  
Sporting Post in conjunction with the ABC (A 
Bunch Of C***s), and will sell for R0,99 per copy. 
Jayes retains the copyright.— tt. 
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AN URGENT NOTE TO  
SOUTH AFRICAN TRAINERS! 

 
Please tick boxes below and  

return to us! 
 
AT TURF TALK we are experiencing problems 
with several trainers refusing to take phone 
calls, text messages or Whatsapp messages. 
 
This behaviour smacks of bad manners, a don’t 
care attitude towards the press and a general 
unwillingness to cooperate. 
 
To the guilty parties we say: “Watch for the day 
we, as the media, lift our veil of protection and 
handling you with baby gloves. Take our calls 
and talk to us in the interests of the game! 
You’re a bunch of shoulder-chipped babies!” 

 
PLEASE ALL TRAINERS MARK BELOW 

 
Name:  _______________________ 
 
Base:    ________________________ 
 
I take phone calls from media and 
treat them with respect:  YES  NO 
 
I do not entertain the media and here 
are my reasons: 

 
 I’m a dope artist, media shy  
 
 
 I prefer to speak to Robyn Louw 
 
 
                
 I am a mannerless pig, period 
 
 
  I don’t owe the media anything 
 

 
 
  I am setting up a coup and I           
  don’t want anyone to know 
 
    
   I am aware of my latest  
   positive and don’t feel like 
   fielding your questions     

 
 

SCAN AND MAIL TO: 
Editor@turftalk.co.za  

HOW THE HELL DOES HE DO IT? 

SCOTLAND-based Robert “Bob” Brogan is the 
only human being in existence who can  draw a 
salary from an organisation while insulting it! 
We’ve all been there, failed, but not Bobby  
Brogan. He runs the ultra vile racing forum ABC 
(“A Bunch of C***S), a talk site that freely allows 
mindless attacks on Phumelela, Tellytrack and 
racing individuals while at the same time running 
Phumelela’s promotional account, “Racing Guru”. 
Now that’s a fine achievement we say, from a 
man who loves accusing via his nameless  
members, then apologising and withdrawing  
remarks from  his bug-infested abortion of a 
website after the damage has been done. And 
getting paid in the process! 

Knowles taken to Highest Court 

A consortium of “Concerned Racing Men” are 
drafting documents to have racing entrepreneur 
Grant Knowles taken to the Constitutional Court 
for “earning a living in a manner that’s too  
aggressive and progressive”. 
 
The Sporting Post, ABC, Ralph Fell and Ian Jayes 
are said to be fed-up with Knowles who is a 
bloodstock agent, TV presenter, marketing  
executive and business allrounder.  
 
“He has no right to entrepreneurship,” said Karel 
Miedema, controlling editor of Sporting Post. 
—tt 
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YUP, YOU GUESSED IT…. 
 
THIS IS OUR APRIL FOOL’S EDITION. 
 
ALL BITS CONTAINED IN THIS EDITION ARE 
PARODIES, NOT TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY.  
 

EXCEPT THE PIECES ON TRAINERS AND BOB BROGAN… 
 
 

HAVE A SENSE OF HUMOUR NOW, AND ENJOY YOUR EASTER... 
 

PEACE AND LOVE, 
BROTHERS AND  
SISTERS!  SMILE! 
  
READ LAST YEAR’S 
TURF TALK APRIL 
FOOL’S EDITION 
HERE. 

https://bit.ly/2nt75cY

